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Intent

At Stocksbridge Nursery Infant School, we aim to inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their
talents as musicians by enhancing self-confidence, fostering creativity and providing a sense of
achievement. Our engaging music lessons help children explore musical features, develop a sense of
rhythm and pulse, and grow their musicianship through performance, expression, composition, and
appraisal. Singing is central to our curriculum, with a focus on expressive performance and
understanding musical elements.

Implementation

Our music curriculum is taught using the Sparkyard progressive scheme of work and is enhanced by
Year 2 drumming tuition with a professional drummer. Our approach integrates the following key
components:

Singing and performing

Our teaching practices are inclusive and responsive to the diverse needs and abilities of all children.
We provide differentiated learning activities and support to ensure that every child has the
opportunity fo engage meaningfully with the music curriculum.

Musical activities

Our lessons cover a wide range of musical activities and games to develop and explore children's
understanding of pitch, dynamics, fempo, tfimbre and texture. Every lesson varies with fun, engaging
activities such as music doodling, following the conductor, composing using the pentatonic scale and
making a magical music stick. Many activities have a focus on rhythm and pulse which is promoted
through dancing, clapping and playing untuned percussion. This is a fundamental skill to be a musician
which is further enhanced in Year 2 drumming sessions.

Learning an instrument

The Sparkyard scheme of work allows students to play various tuned and untuned instruments, with
Year 2 students receiving drumming lessons that finishes with an end of year performance. We
believe that drumming, with its focus on rhythm and pulse, lays the foundation for becoming a skilled
musician and provides transferable skills for other instruments.

Listening and appraising

The curriculum enhances children's listening and appraisal skills by having them identify musical
features in songs, such as ostinatos, dynamics, and timbre. Throughout EYFS and KS1, children
discuss how instruments and voices create moods, characters and explore soundscapes. Additionally,
they listen to famous pieces of music to reinforce key concepts taught in lessons.

Assessment and Feedback:

We employ a range of formative and summative assessment strategies to monitor students' progress
and understanding of musical concepts. Feedback is provided regularly to support students' learning
and to identify areas for further development.
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Differentiation and Inclusion:

Our teaching practices are inclusive and responsive to the diverse needs and abilities of all children.
We provide differentiated learning activities and support to ensure that every child has the
opportunity to engage meaningfully with the music curriculum.

Impact
The impact of the Music curriculum at Stocksbridge Nursery Infant School can be seen through:

e Our children are engaged and excited by our music curriculum. The skills that they are taught
equip them with a range of skills to enable them to appreciate music throughout their lives.

e Our children have become confident performers, composers and listeners, who are able to
express themselves musically at school and beyond.

e Our children show an appreciation and respect for a range of music from a variety of genres
across a variety of generations.

e Our children demonstrate and express their enthusiasm for music.

e Our children progress throughout the music curriculum which enables them to meet the
expectations outlined in the National Curriculum.



